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Promised Land
C

The Land of Israel
By G-d
12 Ratings
G-d’s Choice

In Lands

One land, chosen by G-d. Flowing with Milk and Honey.

Top reviews from the Midbar
10 Spies

You don’t want this promise

 ָה ָעם- וְ כָ ל, יה ִהוא
ָ ֶ אֶ ֶרץ אֹכֶ לֶ ת ֹיו ְשב, ָה ָא ֶרץ אֲ ֶשר ָעבַ ְרנ ּו בָ ּה ָלת ּור א ָֹת ּה
ְשי ִמדּ ֹות
ֵׁ  ַאנ, תוכָ ּה
ֹ  ָר ִאינ ּו ְב-אֲ ֶשר
The land, through which we have passed to spy it out, is a land that eats up its
inhabitants; and all the people that we saw in it are men of stature.
Rate Translation

Yohoshua

It isn’t that bad, really!
1

Joseph Cox

How can the land
eat up its
inhabitants and be
a land in which the
men have stature?
2

Joseph Cox

How is this report
supposed to
convince the
people not to go up
to the land?
3

Joseph Cox

Why do the other spies not
want to go up to the land?
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The Land is ALIVE! in the Torah
It sure seems to have a digestive tract!

Ex 1:7

 א ָֹתם, וַ ִּת ּ ָמלֵׁ א ָה ָא ֶרץ
Lev 26:38

; ַּב ּג ֹויִ ם, וַ אֲ בַ ְד ּ ֶתם
 אֶ ֶרץ, וְ ָא ְכ ָלה אֶ ְתכֶ ם
אֹיְ בֵׁ יכֶ ם
And ye shall be lost among the
nations, and the land of your
enemies shall eat you up.

The Land filled itself with them

Lev 18:28

 ָת ִקיא ָה ָא ֶרץ-וְ לֹא
 ְ ּב ַט ּ ַמאֲ כֶ ם, אֶ ְתכֶ ם
 ַּכאֲ ֶשר ָק ָאה, א ָֹת ּה
 אֲ ֶשר,  ַה ּג ֹוי-אֶ ת
ִלפְ נֵׁיכֶ ם

that the land vomit not you out
also, when ye defile it, as it
vomited out the nation that was
before you.
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Land (Often)
Defines Peoples
And Cultures

Lev 26:38

 ַּב ּג ֹויִ ם; וְ ָא ְכ ָלה, וַ אֲ בַ ְד ּ ֶתם
 אֶ ֶרץ אֹיְ בֵׁ יכֶ ם, אֶ ְתכֶ ם

And ye shall be lost among the nations, and
the land of your enemies shall eat you up.

This land can do more!
Lev 17:11

 ַּבדָּ ם ִהוא, ִ ּכי נֶפֶ ש ַה ָּב ָשר
For the life of the flesh is in the blood

חָ ֶמר- ִּת ְש ּ ֶתה, עֵׁ נָב-וְ ַדם
plaster.

you of the
drank grape

Num 13:23

Dev 32:14

and of
the
blood

מו ָרה וְ אֶ ְשכּ ֹול
ֹ ְוַ ִ ּי ְכ ְרת ּו ִמ ּ ָשם ז
 ִ ּב ְשנָיִ ם,  וַ ִ ּי ּ ָשאֻ ה ּו בַ ּמ ֹוט, עֲ נ ִָבים אֶ חָ ד

and cut down from there
a branch with one cluster of grapes,
and they bore it upon
a pole between two;

The people can lose their
Nefesh to the land!

Dev 32:13

וְ ֶש ֶמן
ֵׁמחַ ְל ִמיש
oil out of the צ ּור
flinty rock;

7

Num 13:32

The land, through which we have
passed to spy it out, is a land that eats
up its inhabitants; and all the people
that we saw in it are men of stature.

ָה ָא ֶרץ אֲ ֶשר ָעבַ ְרנ ּו בָ ּה ָלת ּור
, יה ִהוא
ָ ֶ אֶ ֶרץ אֹכֶ לֶ ת ֹיו ְשב, א ָֹת ּה
, תוכָ ּה
ֹ  ָר ִאינ ּו ְב- ָה ָעם אֲ ֶשר-וְ כָ ל
ְשי ִמדּ ֹות
ֵׁ ַאנ

✓

Q1: A land can eat up its inhabitants and be a land in
which the men have stature.

A: If the Land is great. The people are
‘borged’ by it. So they become great too!
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What’s the Problem?

?
Num 13:33

וַ ְ ּנ ִהי ְבעֵׁ ינֵׁינ ּו ַּכחֲ ג ִָבים
we were in our own sight as grasshoppers

Grasshopper Characteristics
✓ Oh, and Kinda Small!

Oh Great
Grasshopper,
how mighty is
your will!

✓ Can become locusts
and consume
everything when
they form mobs

✓ Have no nest,
home, or territory!
🎶Bug on the
Range 🎶

✓ Have jumping legs, representing
will. This separating them from
bugs that only act through
reproductive collectives.
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Consumption
by the Land
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=
✓ Have jumping legs, representing
will. This separating them from
bugs that only act through
reproductive collectives.

✓ Have no nest,
home, or territory!

✓ Can become locusts and
consume everything
when they form mobs
(a common antisemitic trope)

✓ Oh, and Kinda Small!

A Perfect Lose-Lose Situation
Num 13:30

13

We can win!

.  ָל ּה, כול נ ּוכַ ל
ֹ ָי- ִ ּכי-- ָעלֹה נַעֲ לֶ ה וְ יָ ַר ְשנ ּו א ָֹת ּה, ֹאמר
ֶ מ ֶֹשה; וַ ּי- אֶ ל,  ָה ָעם-וַ ַ ּי ַהס ָּכלֵׁ ב אֶ ת
And Caleb stilled the people toward Moses, and said: 'We should go up at once, and possess it;
for we are well able to overcome it.'

No we can’t!

Num 13:31

.  ִמ ּ ֶמ ּנ ּו, חָ זָ ק ה ּוא- ִ ּכי:  ָה ָעם-לות אֶ ל
ֹ ֲ ַלע,  לֹא נ ּוכַ ל,  ָא ְמר ּו,  ָעל ּו ִע ּמ ֹו-וְ ָהאֲ נ ִָשים אֲ ֶשר
But the men that went up with him said: 'We are not able to go up against the people; for
they are stronger than we.'

And even if we win, the land will consume us!

Num 13:32

 ָה ָא ֶרץ אֲ ֶשר ָעבַ ְרנ ּו בָ ּה:  לֵׁ אמֹר,  ְ ּבנֵׁי יִ ְש ָראֵׁ ל- אֶ ל,  אֲ ֶשר ּ ָתר ּו א ָֹת ּה, וַ ּי ִֹציא ּו דִּ ַּבת ָה ָא ֶרץ
. נְשי ִמדּ ֹות
ֵׁ  ַא, תוכָ ּה
ֹ  ָר ִאינ ּו ְב- ָה ָעם אֲ ֶשר- וְ כָ ל, יה ִהוא
ָ ֶ אֶ ֶרץ אֹכֶ לֶ ת ֹיו ְשב, ָלת ּור א ָֹת ּה
And they spread an evil report of the land which they had spied out unto the children of Israel,
saying: 'The land, through which we have passed to spy it out, is a land that eateth up the
inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of great stature.

The people buy in totally
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Dying in the wilderness is better than dying in trying to conquer the land
Num 14:3-4

'Would that we had died in the land of
Egypt! or would we had died in this
wilderness! And wherefore doth the
LORD bring us unto this land, to fall by
the sword? Our wives and our little ones
will be ???...’

And Judah said' :Let her
take it, lest we be put to shame;

או
ֹ ,  ַמ ְתנ ּו ְ ּבאֶ ֶרץ ִמ ְצ ַריִ ם-ל ּו
 וְ ָל ָמה.  ָמ ְתנ ּו- ל ּו, ַּב ִּמ ְד ָּבר ַהזֶּה
,  ָה ָא ֶרץ ַהזֹּאת-יְ קוָ ק ֵׁמ ִביא א ָֹתנ ּו אֶ ל
; יִ ְהי ּו ָלבַ ז, נ ֵָׁשינ ּו וְ ַט ּ ֵׁפנ ּו--ִל ּנְפֹל ַּבחֶ ֶרב

Gen 38:23

; ּ ֶפן נִ ְהיֶ ה ָלב ּוז,  ָל ּה-ֹאמר יְ ה ּו ָדה ִּת ַ ּקח
ֶ וַ ּי
. את ּה
ָ ָ וְ ַא ּ ָתה לֹא ְמצ, ִה ּנֵׁה ָש ַל ְח ִּתי ַה ְ ּג ִדי ַהזֶּה

Dying in conquest will lead to shame – because the people are
grasshoppers who tried to move beyond their proper station

✓
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Q2: How is this report supposed to
convince the people not to go up to
the land?

A: The people are afraid of
losing who they really are –
in fact, we always have been!

✓

Q3: Why do the other spies not
want to go up to the land?

A: They are leaders in the
desert. They are afraid of
losing their position when the
people change.
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Num 13:11

 ְל ַמ ּ ֵׁטה, ְל ַמ ּ ֵׁטה ֹיוסֵׁ ף
. ס ּו ִסי- ֶּבן,  ּגַדִּ י--ְמנ ּ ֶַשה
Of the tribe of Joseph, namely, of the
tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi the son of Susi

Only reference to the tribe of Yosef in the
Torah – and Yohoshua is not connected to it.

Why?

Yosef was the perfect GrassFarmer
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An outsider among the Egyptians

Yet, unrecognizable to his brothers

Even before they left, these spies
could never have truly belonged!
*

The mat’e of the ‘children of Yosef’ is mentioned later. This is in a reference only to Menashe; half of whom made themselves outsiders by living across
the Jordan. They made themselves outsiders, reinforcing the concept that Yosef never quite belonged.
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Some tried to conquer the land
Num 13:45

 ַהחָ ְר ָמה- ַעד,  ַה ּי ֵֹׁשב ָּב ָהר ַהה ּוא; וַ ַ ּיכּ ּום וַ ַ ּי ְ ּכת ּום, וַ ּי ֵֶׁרד ָהעֲ ָמלֵׁ ִקי וְ ַה ְ ּכנַעֲ נִי
even unto
Choremah
[literally
Cherem or
Ostracism].

and smote them
and beat them
down

who dwelt in that
mountain [like Lot did]

Then came down the
Amalekite and the
Canaanite

Num 13:32
Num 14:4

 יִ ְהי ּו ָלבַ ז, נ ֵָׁשינ ּו וְ ַט ּ ֵׁפנ ּו

Our wives and our little ones will be
embarrassed

יה ִהוא
ָ ֶאֶ ֶרץ אֹכֶ לֶ ת ֹיו ְשב
a land that eats up its
inhabitants

But they did not belong and those
‘eaten by the land’ destroyed (and
embarrassed) them

So do we
belong or
not?
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A New Paradigm

20

Num 14:21

 ָה ָא ֶרץ- ָּכל- אֶ ת, יְ קוָ ק-בוד
ֹ וְ יִ ּ ָמלֵׁ א ְכ
“All the earth shall be filled with the glory of Hashem.”

 ִּת ְירא ּו- וְ ַא ּ ֶתם ַאל,  ִּת ְמרֹד ּו- ַאל, ַא ְך ַּביהוָ ה
; ִ ּכי ַל ְח ֵׁמנ ּו הֵׁ ם,  ַעם ָה ָא ֶרץ-אֶ ת

Num 14:9

Only rebel not against the LORD, neither fear ye the land-people;
for they are bread for us;

The people will not be
eaten by the land.

The land will be a tool to serve the glory of Hashem.
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The Paradigm Expressed
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Num 15:2-13

 ִה ְק ִריב ַה ּ ַמ ְק ִריב... מו ְשב ֵֹׁתיכֶ ם
ֹ אֶ ֶרץ- אֶ ל, ִ ּכי ָתבֹא ּו
 ִ ּב ְר ִב ִעית ַה ִהין,  ָּבל ּול, רון
ֹ  סֹלֶ ת ִע ּ ָש,  ִמנְחָ ה-- ַליקוָ ק, ָק ְר ָּב ֹנו
,  ָּככָ ה- ָהאֶ זְ ָרח יַ עֲ ֶשה- ָּכל...  ְש ִל ִשית ַה ִהין,  וְ יַ יִ ן ַל ּנֶסֶ ְך. ָש ֶמן
 ַליקוָ ק, ַנִיחֹח- ַ ְל ַה ְק ִריב ִא ּ ֵׁשה ֵׁריח, אֵׁ ֶ ּלה-אֶ ת

When ye are come into the land of your habitations ,which I give unto you.… then
shall he that bringeth his offering present unto the LORD a meal-offering of a tenth
part of an ephah of fine flour mingled with the fourth part of a hin of oil; and for the
drink-offering thou shalt present the third part of a hin of wine… All that are homeborn shall do these things after this manner, in presenting an offering made by fire,
of a sweet savour unto the LORD.

Teach your children
they’ll have flour,
wine and oil –
products of the land.
They will belong.

All natives have to
use the products of
the land to serve
Hashem. They will
not be Am Haaretz

23

Num 15:16

, ּת ֹו ָרה ַאחַ ת ּו ִמ ְש ּ ָפט אֶ חָ ד
 ַה ּגָר ִא ְּתכֶ ם,  וְ ַל ּגֵׁר, יִ ְהיֶה ָלכֶ ם
One law and one ordinance shall be both for you,
and for the alien that sojourneth with you.

The relationship to Hashem is what matters.
Not whether you are ‘of the land’

You are not ‘Am Haaretz’,
but Am Hashem in Eretz Hashem
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Num 15:17-18

When ye come into the land
whither I bring you, then it
shall be, that, when ye eat of
the bread of the land, ye shall
set apart a portion for a gift
unto the LORD.

 אֲ ֶשר אֲ נִי,  ָה ָא ֶרץ- אֶ ל, ְ ּבבֹאֲ כֶ ם
,  וְ ָהיָ ה.  ָש ּ ָמה, ֵׁמ ִביא אֶ ְתכֶ ם
--ַּבאֲ כָ ְלכֶ ם ִמ ֶ ּלחֶ ם ָה ָא ֶרץ
 ַליקוָ ק, ּ ָת ִרימ ּו ְתר ּו ָמה

The Land is a tool for service.
We remember it with every meal.

G-d’s Justification for Condemning the People
Num 15:22-28

 ַה ִּמ ְצוֺת- אֵׁ ת ָּכל,וְ לֹא ַתעֲ ש ּו--וְ ִכי ִת ְש ּג ּו
 ַה ּנֶפֶ ש ַה ּשֹ ֶגגֶת- ַעל,  וְ ִכ ּ ֶפר ַהכּ ֹהֵׁ ן... ָהאֵׁ ֶ ּלה
,  ְלכַ ּ ֵׁפר ָע ָליו:  ִלפְ נֵׁי יְ קוָ ק--ְ ּבחֶ ְט ָאה ִב ְש ָגגָה
... וְ נִ ְס ַלח ֹלו

And when ye shall err, and not observe all these
commandments… And the priest shall make atonement for the
soul that erreth, when he sinneth through error, before the
LORD, to make atonement for him; and he shall be forgiven,

Num 15:30

 ָהאֶ זְ ָרח- ִמן,  ּ ַתעֲ ֶשה ְ ּביָ ד ָר ָמה-וְ ַה ּנֶפֶ ש אֲ ֶשר
 ה ּוא ְמגַדֵּׁ ף; וְ נִ ְכ ְר ָתה, יְ קוָ ק-אֶ ת-- ַה ּגֵׁר-ּו ִמן
 ִמ ֶ ּק ֶרב ַע ּ ָמ ּה, ַה ּנֶפֶ ש ַה ִהוא
But the soul that doeth aught with a high hand,
whether he be home-born or a stranger, the same
blasphemeth the LORD; and that soul shall be cut
off from among his people.
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Num 14:4-10

, נִתנָה רֹאש
ְּ :  ָא ִחיו- ִאיש אֶ ל, ֹאמר ּו
ְ וַ ּי
,  ָהעֵׁ ָדה- ָּכל, ֹאמר ּו
ְ וַ ּי... וְ נָש ּובָ ה ִמ ְצ ָריְ ָמה
 ָּבאֲ בָ נִים, ִל ְר ּג ֹום א ָֹתם
And they said one to another: 'Let us make a captain,
and let us return into Egypt.' But all the congregation
bade stone them with stones

A Case Study
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Num 15:32

; ַּב ִּמ ְד ָּבר, יִ ְש ָראֵׁ ל-וַ ִ ּי ְהי ּו ְבנֵׁי
 ִאיש ְמק ֵֹׁשש, וַ ִ ּי ְמ ְצא ּו
 ְ ּב ֹיום ַה ּ ַש ָּבת--עֵׁ ִצים

And while the children of Israel were
in the wilderness, they found a man gathering
sticks upon the sabbath day.

Ex 5:7

 וְ ק ְֹשש ּו,  ְיֵׁלכ ּו, הֵׁ ם
Let them go and gather . תבֶ ן
ֶ
ּ
,
ם
ֶה
ל
ָ
straw for themselves.

A symbolic expression of a desire to
return to Egyptian slavery
Not an error – a real dafkanik
But points for creativity!

Bringing it all together!
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Num 15:38

 ּ ְפ ִתיל ְּתכֵׁ לֶ ת, יצת ַה ָּכנָף
ִ  ִצ-וְ נ ְָתנ ּו ַעל
they put with the fringe of each corner a thread of tchelet.

Techelet is the color of the sky
+ Our continual use of fabric
= A constant reminder that we
are Am Hashem, not Am
Haaretz (or grasshoppers)
Even he has clothes on!

Bringing it all together!
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Num 15:38

 ּ ְפ ִתיל ְּתכֵׁ לֶ ת, יצת ַה ָּכנָף
ִ  ִצ-וְ נ ְָתנ ּו ַעל
Ex 28:36-38

- ַעל,  וְ ָהיָ ה... ית ִ ּציץ
ָ וְ ָע ִש
- וְ נ ָָשא ַאהֲ רֹן אֶ ת, ֵׁמצַ ח ַאהֲ רֹן
עֲ וֺן ַה ֳּּק ָד ִשים
And thou shalt make a plate… And it
shall be upon Aaron's forehead, and
Aaron shall bear the spiritual
burden of the holy things

We carry a spiritual
burden. We can’t reject
the land or Hashem.

*

We’ll get to this next week!

they put with the fringe of each
corner a thread of tchelet.

Num 17:23

,  ַאהֲ רֹן-וְ ִה ּנֵׁה ּ ָפ ַרח ַמ ּ ֵׁטה
ְלבֵׁ ית לֵׁ וִ י; וַ ּיֹצֵׁ א פֶ ַרח וַ ָ ּיצֵׁ ץ
 וַ ִ ּיגְ מֹל ְש ֵׁק ִדים, ִציץ
the rod of Aaron for the house of Levi was
budded, and put forth buds, and bloomed
blossoms, and bore ripe almonds.

The blossom is the first
flowering of the future.
A future of divine
representation*.
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If we have blossoms, then we are trees
We are trees that bear spiritual fruit (techelet)

We are not planted in the soil.

We are planted in the garden of Hashem
(and sustained by His land)

